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SUPPOSE YE THAT THESE GALILEANS WERE SIN. 
NERS ABOVE ALL THE GALILEANS, BECAUSE 
THEY SUFFERED SUCH THINGS he YOU, 
Nay: BUT EXCEPT YE REPENT, YE SHALL 
ALL LIKEWISE PERISH, 


MAN muſt either be totally uninformed, or 
at beſt an inoblervant Reader of Iliſtory, 
who is not convinced from a varicty of 
events, recorded in the annals of almoſt all ages and 


countries, that the greateſt temporal evils have fre- 
quently been inflicted upon men, on account of their 
Sins. God has fo contrived it, by the order of his 
providence, that many vices bring with them their 
own puniſhment: they have their proper and ap- 
pointed ſcourges; and a man need not aſk what 
Vulture ſhall * upon this Carcaſe, for the Dine 
B Judgment 


1 
Judgment points at the Sin, and 8 a regular and 
ſtated rule in ſtriking. 


It happens too, not unfrequently, that there is a 
ſtrong analogy and reſemblance between the Sin and 
the Puniſhment ; inſomuch that the guilty perſon is 
the firſt to accuſe himſelf, and to cry out with Ado- 
nibezek, As I have done ſo hath God requited me. 


Tt would be too heavy a tax upon your time and 
patience, to enumerate all the particular inſtances in 
divine ſtor,, where wickedneſs has drawn down 
immediate and fignal vengeance from Heaven : a 
few will be abundantly ſufficient to convince every 
reaſonable and impartial perſon, that God has not 
left himſelf without witneſs in all ages, by hurling 
down ſpeedy deſtruction on the heads of impenitent 
offenders. It was Sin, that overwhelmed the old 
world with a deluge of water, wherein all mankind, 
except eight perſons, periſhed. It was Sin, that 


cauſed God to rain down fire and brimſtone from 


Heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah. It was Sin, 
that provoked the earth to open her mouth, and ſwal- 
low up alive Corah and his rebellious company. 
It was gs that deſtroyed, in the Wilderneſs, ſix 

| ro, hundred 


(9-3 
hundred thouſand fighting men of the children of 
Iſrael, and Caleb and Joſhua were the only perſons 
who poſſeſſed the promiſe. It was Sin, that drove 
out ſeven nations from the land of Canaan, when 
the meaſure of their iniquity was full. It was the 
ſtubbornneſs and infidelity of the Jews, that ruined 
their Temple and Government, that flew the greateſt 
part of them, and made the reſt fugitives and vaga- 
bonds upon the face of the earth. And as to theſe 
Galileans mentioned in my text, our bleſſed Saviour, 
tacitly at leaſt, admitted that their calamity was a 
judgment inflicted upon them by God for their Sins. 
Whether they were good men or bad, we are not 
expreſſly told: It is generally ſuppoſed they were 
part of the followers of Judas the Gaulonite a peſ- 
tilent fellow, and a mover of ſedition, who, under 
the ſpecious pretence of reforming Grievances, en- 
deavoured to inflame the pcople to civil inſurrection. 
. Joſephus informs us, that he affected the warmeſt 
and moſt violent attachment to Liberty, civil and 
religious; inſtrufting the people that their only 
Ruler was God—that they owed no obedience, no 
ſubjection to any one elſe that every other controul 
was tyranny, every other authority was uſurpation — 
5 B 2 % 
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1 
and he called upon them to hazard their lives in vin- 
dication of their natural Rights, and indefeiſible 
Liberties. By ſuch inflammatory harangues as 
theie—calculated for the meridian of Pride, Paſſion, 
and Intereſt—he aſſociated a motley crew—a happy 
mixture of Knaves and Fools—the turbulent Level- 
ler—the Man of deſperate hopes, and deſperate for- 
tune—the ambitious, the diſappointed, the revenge- 
ful—the real Rebel, who wiſhed to overturn the 
Government, and the needy Patriot, who ſought 
only his own private Intereſt and Advantage. 


From theſe men, ſays Joſephus, ſprang all kinds 
of misfortunes, —robberies, murders, and CONFLA- 
GRATIONS:— Nay, it was the diſſeminations of this 
turbulent Seducer, that produced that plentiful crop 


of calamities, which afterwards deſtroyed the whole 
Jewiſh nation. 


It is an eventful melancholy circumſtance to any 

kingdom, when principles of ſedition take root and 

 Aouriſh : The fruit at firſt may look fair and pro- 

miſing, good for food, and pleaſant to the eye; 

but as you come to gather it, like the apples of 

Sodom, it turns to aſhes and bitterneſs; or, like that 
b ; DES 
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of Eden, to miſery and death. Nothing commonly 
is more popular in the beginning than Sedition, and 
nothing leſs ſo in the end. It enters upon the ſtage 
in the moſt gallant manner, with a brave and goodly 
appearance: its aims are all open and generous, its 
profeſſions fair, ſpecious, and plauſible : it has the 

voice indeed of jacob; but the hands are the hands 
of Efau—it deſtroys, with ſchemes of Reformation; 
enſlaves, under the glorious name of Liberty; and | 
ſcatters firebrands and ruin—purely for the public 
* 


| Profeſſions of Patriotiſm and Diſintereſtedneſs, 
though made by men of the moſt ſelfiſh and profligatz 
characters, are generally heard with approbation, 
and believed with greedineſs : for there is a plentiful 
* ſtock of credulity, and a lamentable want of wiſ- 

dom and judgment in the bulk of mankind, who 
ſcldom ſee far before them, and hardly diſlinguiſh 

between the names and nature of things, till ex- 
perience, it may be dear- bought experience, ſhews 
them the difference. And this might be the caſe 
with theſe very Galileans—ſeduced by the artfu] 
inſinuations of their turbulent leader, they ſwerved 
from their allegiance, and fell victims to the zeal 
* 188 e . 14 


— — — —— rs 7 nl SES. CEE es nn TT AI NTINN 


* 


1 1 
And cruelty of Pilate. There is no ſufficient reaſoſl 
for thinking them more wicked than the reſt of the 
Jews; though it 1s certain they were Sinners, and 
puniſhed in that extraordinary manner for their 
wickedneſs. All have finned, ſays the Apoſtle, and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God; and, therefore; 
there is no man but may deſervedly be puniſhed 3 
and when any one is viſited with afflictions, it may 
ſafely be aſſerted, that he ſuffers juſtly whatever he 
ſuffers in this world, either by the appointment or 
permiſſion of . God. 75 


But though we need not bs ſerupulous in think- 
ing, or ſaying that the calamities which befal man- 
kind, are in groſs the effects and conſequences of 
Sin; yet is it a wrong conſtruction of God's Judg- 
ments, to pronounce that thoſe are always the 
greateſt Sinners, who are the greateſt Sufferers, 


' Raſh man! to convince thee how uncharitable 
and falſe is this way of arguing—look unto Jeſus, 
the glorious King of ſufferings, and of forrows ! 
8 Behold him, who was Innocence itſelf, unſpotted, 
perfect Innocence, ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and af- 
; : flicted . 


* 
flicted! His Life, we know, was one continued ſcene 
of perſecution and wretchedneſs, and his Death the 
conſummation of ignominy and torment ! 


The Jews, who crucified him, laid hold on This 
afterwards, as a pretence for rejecting him: they 
could not induce themſelves to believe that a juſt 
and good God would ever permit an innocent perſon 
to die in a manner ſo cruelly and infamoully, They 
made his ſufferings an argument for charging him 
with guilt; raſhly concluding that he lived not the 
Life of a righteous. perſon, hace he died the Death, 
of a malefactor. 


It is evident therefore in fact that the moſt 
eminent Sufferers are not always the moſt eminent 
Sinners: And, indeed, in the natural courſe of 
things, it is not poſſible that they ſhould be fo. 
Thus in the time, for inſtance, of ſome general ca- 
lamity, ſuch as Wars, Inundations, Fires, Earth- 
quakes, and the like, it is impoſlible, without 
working miracle upon miracle, ſo entirely to ſever 
the good from the bad, or ſo exactly to range the 
wicked according to their demerits, that none ſhould 
ſuffer but thoſe who have moſt deſerved it.—And 
though 
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5 though doubtleſs ſome men are puniſhed, and others 
delivered by extraordinary means, and God's more 
immediate hand, yet there is no reaſon to think that 

it is the general method of Providence to interpoſe 
by ſpecial miracles, wherever ſuch occaſions happen. 
Beſides, if it were the conſtant and invariable me- 
thod of the Almighty, to take vengeance in the 
firſt place upon the moſt wicked, many would be 
thereby encouraged to go on in their Sins, as long 
as they ſhould imagine there were yet any men left 
vorſe than themſelves : And conſidering how apt 
moſt perſons are to think favourably of themſelves, 
and very hardly of others, ſuch a rule of procedure 
would be of dangerous and fatal conſequence, would 
be a great encouragement to preſumption, and a bar 
to amendment. —Divine Wiſdom, therefore, has 
eſtabliſhed no ſuch method of viſitation as this; but 
reſerves to itſelf the liberty of executing Vengeance 
upon Sinners in general, whether more or leſs 
guilty. Away then with that pragmatical cuſtom, 
the moſt uncharitable employment we can find for 
our thoughts, of condemning others, as being Sin- 
ners above all men, merely becauſe they fuffer the 
moſt in this world. It is a falſe, wicked, inhuman 
way of reaſoning, which neither Scripture nor Rea- 


fon 
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fon countenances. From what a man does, we may 
form a judgment of his moral conduct, but from 
what he ſuffers we cannot: the former is a Rule 
which Chriſt himſelf has given us, and, therefore, 
we may ſafely apply it: But the latter is a Rule of 
our own inventing, which nothing but a want of 
Charity could ſuggeſt. Our Saviour, we ſee, has 
diſcountenanced it in my Text; telling thoſe, who 


were ſo forward to draw concluſions to the prejudice - 


of the unfortunate Galileans, that their extraor- 
dinary ſufferings by no means implied extraordinary 
guilt : Thus checking that malicious ſpirit, which 
is apt to break out in unjuſtifiable liberties, with 
reſpect to other people's Characters; and admoniſh- 
ing them at the ſame time, that if they did not re- 
peut, they ſhould all likewiſe periſh. 


"Hare, Chriſtians, lies the whole ſtreſs of the bu- 
fineſs: This is the momentous concluſion, which 
our bleſſed Maſter drew from the premiſes, „ ex- 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” The 
Jews, to whom he addreſſed theſe words, did in- 
| deed, at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, literally pe- 


riſh in great multitudes, by the very ſame calamity 
which before had fallen upon theſe wretched Ga- 


ä . lileans: 


———— D 
eee . SPAR 1 A WAY 27 2 HR 
, a a . . "0 » * G5 


( 14 |] 

lileans : The Temple was every where polluted with 
faughter : Thoſe who worſhipped fell before their 
Sacrifices, and ſprinkled the Altar with their blood; 
inſomuch, ſays the Hiſtorian, that the blood of the 
dead carcaſſes made a pool in the holy court. 


From the dreadful cataſtrophe which befell the 
Jews, who at this day arc a living monument of the 


truth and vengeance of God, we ſhall do well to 


conſider how far we ourſelves are concerned in the 
admonition in my text, Except ye repent, ye 
hall all likewiſe perith.” The divine judgments 
have for ſome time paſt becn abroad in the earth, 
and in many parts of it have done moſt ſignal execu- 
tion. Need I inſtance the late terrible havock in 
the Weſtern Iſlands; where the deſtroying angel, ; 
the Spirit of divine vengeance, ſeems to have rode 
triumphant on the ſtorm, and to have ſwept all be- 
fore him into heaps of ruin and devaſtation? Whe- 
ther God will bring his Judgments ſtill nearer to us, 
and fay, Sword go through this land to deſtroy it, 
would be raſh and preſumptuous to determine, 
However, taking a tranſient view of circumſtances 
without, and ſymptoms within ourſelves, there is 
ſurely f ſufficient reaſon to follow the advice of the 
Apoſtle, 


L431 
Apoſtle, Not to be high-minded, but fear. If we 
look abroad we fee one of the moſt dangerous and 
dreadiul confederacies that ever threatened any na- 
tion; fo that we are almoſt in the ſame ſituation 
with Ichmael, - whoſe hand was againſt every man, 
and every man's hand againſt him. Unſupported by 
one ſingle Ally, we have to contend—not with our 
inveterate enemies only—— but with our ancient 
friends, as well as boſom traitors; who are all in- 
famouſly leagued together to afiiſt the Rebellious 
Coloniſts, in realizing their viſions of Independen= 
cy; hoping, by this means, to diſmember the Em— 
Pare, and lay the ax to the very root of our Com- 
merce, Navigation, and Power. Surely ſuch a 
moment of danger as this, ſuch a criſis of impend- 
ing horrour, might rouſe Supinenels, and al. arm Ine 
ſenſibility itſelf! 


If we look at home, there are the plaineſt prog- 
noſtics of ſome approaching dreadful calamity. It 
is remarkable in the decline of all Empires, when 
God gives them the cup of the wine of the fierceneſs 
of his wrath, that the people become intoxicated, | 
and loſt to ſober thought and ſerious reflection: 
Their Councils are weak and timid, divided and 
| of fluctuating ; * 
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fluctuating: God ſets them one againſt another, as 
he did the Egyptians againſt the Egyptians; and 
they fight every one againſt his brother, and every 
one againſt his neighbour : And God takes away the 
wiſdom of the wiſe, and the underſtanding of the 
prudent; and he mingles a perverſe ſpirit in the 
' midſt thereof; and they gaze on each other amazed 
and confounded, full of doubts, full of terrours, 
unable to give or take advice, and far more ready 
to upbraid each other with weak and womanly in- 
vectives, than to conſult together for the common 
Good, and public Safety. _ 


Would to God that this faint ſketch bore no re- 
ſemblance to our preſent ſituation ; or rather, would 
to God that we could ſtay the uplifted arm of the 

Almighty, and plead our righteoutneſs in arreſt of 

judgment! But this, I am afraid, we cannot do! — 
We are here called together, by public authority, | 
to confeſs our Sins, and humble ourſelves before 

God: Let us conſider then what our Sins are, our 

particular and predominant Sins ; for we ſhall apply 
a remedy in vain, till we find out the true ſeat of 

our diſtemper. 


To 
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To begin then with our public offences as a Na- 
tion : Is it not notorious that a ſpirit of ſelfſhnels 
and venality actuates the whole mals of the people, 
and diſcovers itſelf by a total diſregard to the publig, 
welfare? It is to This, as the immediate and proxi- 
mate cauſe, that all our diſtreſſes are to be attributed. 
We ſee a deſperate Faction, influenced by the mot 
ſordid motives, conſpiring againſt the honour of 
their Sovereign, the Majeſty of the Conſtitution, 
and the happineſs, I had almoſt (aid the very ex- 
iſtence, of their Country. How indefatigable have 
they been in fanning the flames of that unhappy 
Rebellion, which their own ſeditious conduct firſt 
kindled ? What unwearied pains have they taken to 
exaggerate the weakneſs of ourſelves, and the 
ſtrength of our enemies; thus encouraging and call- 
ing forth the exertions of the one, while they damp 
and impede the ſpirit of the other? The only for- 
tunate circumſtance is, that in all their agonics and. 
contentions for power, they have betrayed ſuch an 
impudent contempt of character, ſuch a barefaced and 
profligate proſtitution of principle, that they are the 
deteſtation and horrour of all good men. In former 
times a ſpirit of ſelfillineſs has too often prevailed, 
and, in ſome boſoms, ſtifled all regard for the pub- 
& 2 > 
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lic welfare: But there was a difference in the manner 

of its proceeding: It was aſhamed to ſhew itſelf, 
and would hide its head, and, like a dirty ſewer, 
Nur underground, and made little noiſe : But now, 

though the ſtream be not a jot purer, it burſts out 

like a torrent, and daſhes in our very faces, and 

| bears down all before it, and in the end, 1 fear, will 

overwhelm this devoted country with ruin. 


Another national Sin, which is indeed the natural 
conſequence of the former, is a want of Reverence 
for their Governours, and an impatience of all rule 
and order among the lower claſs of the people. In- 
decd how is it poſſible that they ſhould entertain fa- 
vourable opinions of that Government, which is 
every day beſpattered by a lawleſs Faction, with the 
moſt opprobrious language ? Or think thoſe meaſures 
honeſt and expedient, which are uniformly vilified, 
oppoſed, and obſtructed? When all the fences of De- 
cency and Order are thus laid level with the ground, 
it is no wonder that the people ſhould overlook and 
tranſgreſs them: Accordingly a kind of confuſion 
ſeems to run thro' the whole community; and the 
great chain of ſociety, which holds us all together, 
though perhaps not abſolutely broken, is ſtrangely 


entan led: 


4 „ „ ae ea eh i nt Ty 


1 1 J 
as: One degree preſſes cloſe, and treads 
upon the very heels of another, impatient of all con- 
troul and ſubordination. Never were levelling and 
ſeditious principles ſo frequently and daringly ſcat- 
tered, as at preſent; which is a ſtrong ſymptom of 
impending miſchief; For as flies and other infects 
are molt troubleſome immediately before a ſtorm ; 
fo doctrines of this nature are obſerved to fly abroad, 
and diſquiet and goad the people more particularly, 
juſt at the beginning of calamitous times. 


A third crying Sin of this nation is —What ſhall 
J call it? —Atheiſm? — This is too mild a term for 
that impudent contempt of Religion, and of every 
thing ſerious and ſacred, which ſtigmatizes the 
preſent age. There have always been men fooliſh 
and corrupt enough to ſay in their hearts, There is 
no God; but their numbers have been few in com- 
pariſon, and they kept their opinions chictly at home; 
or if they ventured them abroad, it was in the dark, 
dreſſed out with modeſty and baſhfulneſs, either 
cloathed in doubts and ſeruples, or veiled in allu- 
ſion and allegory: But this is all over — lufidelity 
now ſteps boldly forth in looſe attire like a harlot, 
and ftares us in the face at noon-day with brazen 
impudence, 


impudence, laughing at every thing that is grave, 
and burleſquing every thing that is holy: juſt as 
the Jews did of old, when they made ſport of God's 
Prophets, when they turned rhe expreſſions of Jere- 
miah into ridicule, and the words of Ezekiel into 
pleaſant ſongs. — When a nation is ſo abandoned as 
to add impudence to obſtinacy, and not only to 
neglect Religion, but to turn it into jeſt and drollery, 
beſure, my Brethren, God's terrible judgments hang 
over their heads by a very ſlender ſlender thread, and 
they are in momentary danger of utter deſtruction !_ 


Theſe, then, are Vices of a public nature, in 
which we may boldly challenge the depravity of the 
worſt and moſt abandoned age to exceed us. Let 
us now deſcend to private life, and ſhall we not find 
that an unbridled licence of manners generally 
prevails among us? That Faſhion and Cuſtom have 
given a kind of preſcription to Vice, and that Virtue 
is almoſt worn out of date, and laughed out of 
countenance? Do we not meet with fraud and 
cozenage, oppreſſion and falſehood, ingratitude and 

baſeneſs, in our dealings with one another ? Is 
not Pleaſure. more followed than Piety, and Mam- 
mon much more devoutly ſerved than God? I am 
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almoſt aſhamed even to mention our enormous Ex- 
ceſſes that Riot and Debauchery, that Effeminacy 
and Frivoliſm, that Gaming, Swearing, and Blafſ- 


pheming - dins ot ſo deep a dye, and yet fo rife among 
us, ſuch overflowings of ungodlineſs may well make 


us afraid—afraid leſt the Almighty ſhould viſit for 
theſe things, and his Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
nation as this. It is plain from the experience of 
paſt ages, that more ſtates have been ruined by a 


Corruption of Manners, than by a Violation of the 


Laws: and yet how jealous are we of the lightelt 
infringement of the one; how carelels and indiffe- 
rent, though the whole nation he deluged by the 
other? What was it that overthrew all the mighty 
| kingdoms in thc Eaſt, but their wickedneſs? W hat 
that deſtroyed the Roman Empire, which role to 
ſuch a pitch of grandeur upon the ruins of the others, 


but Licentiouſneſs and Corruption of Manners? God 


was pleaſed to let looſe his great Northern Army, 


the rudeſt, moſt barbarous, and inexperienced people 
in matters of war, upon the moſt civilized and in- 
| ſtructed nation, protected by veteran troops inured 


to diſcipline, and defended by walled cities and for- 
tifications— Vet what was the conſequence ? Rude 


and inexperienced as the Barbarians were, they proved 
STE =: victorious, 


L 22 ] 
victorious, when God was pleaſed to make uſe of 
them as his inſtruments to puniſh a nation, who 
had filled up the meaſure of their iniquity : for in 
the hand of Almighty Power it is a matter of no 
conſequence how trifling or inſignificant ſoever the 
inſtrument is: He can cauſe a ſwarm of inſects to 
commit greater ravages than the fierceſt army; and a 
breeze of wind to be more fatal and deſolating, than 
the breath of the ſavageſt and moſt deſtructive 


tyrant! 


As it is ſo fearful a thing then to fall into the 
hands of the living God, let us reſolve from this 
very moment to turn from the evil of our ways, that 


iniquity may not be our ruin. Perhaps it is not 
too late to avert by Repentance the impending blow: 
Tho' the dangers which hang over us be fearfully 


great and imminent—tho' the whole political atmo- 
ſphere be black and lourmg, and Heaven's dreadful 


_ artillery ſeem ready to burſt upon our heads yet 
if we ſeek unto God, with humble and contrite 
hearts, he ſhall either hide us under the ſhadow of 
his wings, or command the hovering ſtorm to paſs off 
like a cloud. But let us remember that Repentance 
without amendment is futile and ridiculous; and 


as 
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as we have been brought into our preſent perilous 
ſituation by a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs and faction, let no 
man for the future ſeek his own, but every one the 
general welfare. Let us regard thoſe Miſcreants, as 
the enemies and peſts of their country, who endea- 
vour to plunge the nation into deſpondency, to dil- 
tract our councils, to clog the wheels of government 
by frivolous and vexatious complaints, and, under 
the falſe and ſpecious pretence of Liberty, to in- 
troduce anarchy, confuſion, and every evil work. 
The magnitude and imminence of thoſe difficulties | 
and dangers which ſurround us require the moſt uni- 
ted councils and vigorous exertions : let us then join 
heart and hand in defence of our Sovereign and our 
country; a country which, for ages, has been the 
envy and admiration of the world; and a Soveteign, 
whoſe only aim and defire are to ſupport its indepen- 
dance and glory, to preſerve its conſtitution free 
and inviolate, and with all the anxiety of a tender 
Father to promote the real intereſts and proſperity 
of his people. Let ſuch be our conduct with regard 
to public affairs: In private life, let us lay aſide 
every weight, and the fin which doth ſo eaſily be- 
ſet us: let us eſchew evil, and learn to do good: 
ſo may we reſt aſſured, that how great ſocver our 
EG: © 
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tranſgreſſions have been, yet thro' the merits of an 
all-ſuflicient Saviour, the Lord will have mercy 
upon us, and our God will abundantly pardon : He 
will hear our prayers and grant our petitions, and 
unite this miſerable and too-long diſtracted Empire: 
He will filence the Tumult of contending Factions 
will proſper our Councils, aſſuage our Animoſities, 
and make us once more a happy, and a flouriſhing 
people: In ſhort, he will receive us all into his 
care and protection; will afliſt, direct, and bleſs us 
while we live, and in the end give us an inheritance 
among them who are ſanctified by Faith, 
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